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“IA AO SĀMOA”

Call for Papers

O le Tōfā Mamao a Sāmoa e Malu ai lona Silafia Fa’asuli, o lona Si’osi’omaga: The Sāmoan Approach to Protecting Indigenous Environmental and Health Knowledges.
5th Measina a Sāmoa Conference

30 August – 01 September 2010

Centre for Sāmoan Studies

The National University of Sāmoa

The National University of Sāmoa is pleased to announce that it will convene the 5th Measina a Sāmoa Conference, from 30 August to 01 September 2010. The theme chosen for the Conference is; O le Tōfā Mamao a Sāmoa e Malu ai lona Silafia Fa’asuli, o lona Si’osiomaga: The Sāmoan Approach to Protecting Indigenous Environmental and Health Knowledges. The conference will be hosted by the Centre for Sāmoan Studies, and held at the National University, Le Papaigalagala Campus, Sāmoa.

Introduction
This international conference is a biennial forum to present, debate, critique and to promote through dialogue, scholarship on Sāmoa and her people. Presentations are welcome from any discipline, adopting one or more of the conference workshop themes below. 

The need to ‘Protect the Environment’ is a topical global issue. It has been an alarm from past generations but has only just alerted our generation. The call is for every nation to take immediate action. But the current trend is that experts are increasingly drawing on the wisdom of indigenous knowledges, to inform local and global policies on environmental protection. Sāmoa wants to remain safe and healthy. How? The Measina Conference seeks to explore through dialogue the challenges of protecting the Sāmoan indigenous environmental and health knowledges. 
Conference workshop themes include:

· Indigenous environmental knowledges

· The place of archaeology

· The role of science [ethno-botany, geology, biology, mathematics, etc]

· Traditional medicinal plants

· Impact of human migration on indigenous cultures and places
· Climate change and indigenous knowledges
· Land issues – custom versus commercial development

· Protecting indigenous health knowledges and practices

· Traditional healing and health systems

· Traditional versus modern/medical health

· Development of cultural competencies

· Health promotion 

· Bio-ethics in indigenous health and environmental research and practice

· Protecting indigenous knowledges in law

· Constitutional law

· Intellectual property

The conference convenor welcomes presentations in either the English or the Sāmoan language. Participants are encouraged to publish their papers in the conference proceedings.

The deadline for papers on any aspect relevant to the conference theme has been extended. Abstracts (200-250 words) and brief personal profiles (100 words) are now due by 31 March 2010 and authors will be notified of acceptance by 19 April 2010. Please forward abstracts and profiles via email if possible.

Please indicate any presentation aids you may require.

Full papers of up to 4,000 words in disk and hard copy must be handed in to the Conference Manager by 21 May 2010, to be considered for publication. Please contact the Conference Manager for a copy of the manuscript/reference guide.

Registration

Locals SAT50

Overseas US$100, NZ$160, AUS$140
For further information

Contact: Fonotī Dr. Iūpati L. Fuata’i, Director Centre for Sāmoan Studies, 20072 ext 218 or 31813 (dir) or email l.fuatai@nus.edu.ws; OR Telesia Lafotanoa, Publications Manager 20072 ext 109 or email t.lafotanoa@nus.edu.ws 
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