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Dr Kepa is a transcultural educationalist whose background in education and teaching
English extends over three decades. She has published widely on pedagogical
decolonisation, applied linguistics, language, culture and education, learning and
development in multilingual contexts, international development and indigenous
knowledge, and care of the elderly. She is particularly interested in Maori and Pacific
Island cultures.

Mere has worked with numerous Government organisations and corporations as a
researcher on indigenous issues, including Mighty River Power, the Health Research
Council, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education. She is also involved in
management of the Patuharakeke Trust Board and governance of the Tataiahape
Marae Trustees in Waimana. For the last two years, Mere has been the Tangata
Whenua representative and moderator for New Zealand’s National Diploma in
Teaching (Early Childhood Education, Pasifika) offered by the School of Education,
AUT University.

Mere is currently a Senior Researcher with Nga Pae o te Maramatanga. Highlights of
her work include her role as Principal Investigator for the ‘Bring Me Beyond
Vulnerability’: Elderly Care of Maori, by Maori; Kei hinga au e, kei mate au e, Te
Tiaki a te Maori i te hunga kaumatua Maori Study, funded by Nga Pae o te
Maramatanga.


